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Responsive to communication(s) filed on SeeJZJ999 

□ This action is FINAL. nrosecution as to the merits is closed 

□ Since t.s application is in edition for .^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. ^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^.^^^^^^ 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action period for response will cause the 

is longer, from the trailing date of tNs commun c .0 • -e J^^/^^^ ,3 obtained under the prov.s.ons of 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.b.u 3 100;. 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claims 

H Claim(s) 7 and 3-12 



Of the above, claim (s) _ 
□ Claim(s) 



H Claim (s) 1 and 3-12 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

^^;;^;;^~^7;7^ction or election requirement. 



^'^st:™.. No«ce o, 0.,«pe.on. Pa.e« 0.... Review, PTO-MB. 

is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The draw,ng(s) filed on ^^^^^^^^ disapproved. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 iriiQr 5119(a)-(d). 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



□ received in Application imo. (aer,«s _ - ^ 

□ received in this national stage application from the international Bureau (PCT Rule 7.2(a)) 

* Certified copies not received: _ , ^^^.^^ 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. 

Attachmentis) 

Kl Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 ^„ « 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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• • t fnn of 35 U S C 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.b.e.. w^W w 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

lecuon 102 of th.s title, .f the differences ^^^^f^^^^^^^^^^^ the invention was made to a person 

:-:t^:^Srr:i:^^ Patentah.t..hallnot.ene.ativedh..e 
manner in which the invention was made. 

™sapplica.oncu.e„«y„a.esioi„.— s.I„co„sideH„gpa.e„t«yof 
u„der35USC 103(a), the exa^ner presumes .ha. the subject matter of the various claims was 
oommo^y owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evdence to 
.He contra^. Applicant is advised of,heob,igationunder37CPR1.56.o point ou..he inventor 
.„d invention dates of each cairn that was not commonly owned at the timealater invention was 
..aeinorder for the examiner ,0 consider the appl,cabi.ityof35USC.103Oa„dpotentia,35 

U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1 and 3 to 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lampert et al in view of Hayashida et al. 

The Lampert et al reference teaches a method of polishing and oxidizing a sfficon wafer^ 
^ srlicon wafer is firs. poUshed by standard pohsh,ng techniques^ Then a differen. aqueous 
solmion is applied .0 .he wafer. The solution contains anf oxidization agem and alkali 
compound, note col 2, The sole difference between .he instant claims and the prior art is the 
,ec,«c compound. However,theHayasihaetalreference.eaches.heclaimed alkali compounds 

usedonsUicon subs.ra.es, .he compounds can be organic and inorganic. Uwouldhavebeen 
Obvious .ooneofordinary skill in .he a.t.0 modify the Lampertetal reference by the teachrngsof 
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,eH.a*e.a.e..n.».e.ec.«eco™po-,no.e.op.ve„U.— 
impurities onto the cleaned substrate. 

K r 07 1 Q99 have been fully considered but they are 
AppUcant's arguments filed September 27, 1999 have 

not persuasive. . 

.ppUcan..su.e.co„ee..ns*eNa— a„aPanssU.aee.ea.oonnv,ewof 

the new ground of rejections. 

Ap,,ca..a.,u.e.— s*eHavas.aeta,.e..„ceUnote.Ho«ve.^ 

^,_.,,.HaU.ea,.a«oo.pou„.ca„bee..e.o.a.oo.no.a™.^ 



M.y inquiry concerning this communication or earlier — ."f,";*™ ^^^r"" 

305-6357. 

Any incuiry of a genera, nature or relating to the status of this ap^^'^"-^^^^^ 
S to the Group receptionist whose telephone number ,s (703) 308-0661. 
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